SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL DIVERS ASSOCIATION

October 18, 2000

RE: ALTERNATIVE COATINGS SYMPOSIUM DATED SEPTEMBER 21-22, 2000

To: ALL REGION NINE DIVE COMPANIES AND MARINA OPERATORS
I would like to thank all the divers and diving companies that participated in the recent symposium sponsored by UC Sea Grant Extension and San Deigo Unified Port District. Our exposure and continued presence will ensure that we are well informed on the latest events in our industry. This active participation will also promote a working relationship between the professional diving community and the rest of the marine industry. I am encouraged by the direction of cooperation that was displayed at this event. 

I would like to especially congratulate the BMP Committee of the Southern California Professional Divers Association on their representation of our association. Their presentation shed light on the direction of the diving hull cleaning industry. It also stated very distinctly that divers are prepared to improve hull cleaning practices through management measures that have already been excepted industry wide and approved by the Federal EPA. This bold presentation helped legitimize the divers as a force of experienced professionals. I was encouraged by the amount of attention that we drew by the government policy makers during the breaks. They were interested in our association and have requested a preview of our proposed BMP Certification Program.

I would also like to note that our association made contact with divers outside our area and have made tentative plans to merge ideas on how we can further unify our industry outside region nine.

Finally, I want to thank you all in advance for keeping the vision of cooperation. Real progress has been made and now the work of uniting the energy and experience of every diver should be our goal. 

To get the latest information on the Program status, join our open meeting on November 15, 2000 at 4:30 PM at the Southwestern Yacht Club or call for information at 619-222-DIVE (3483). Non members and guest wishing to attend please RSVP via phone.

Regards,

  Bill Rocco, President SCPDA
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