CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL DIVERS ASSOCIATION
Best Management Practices (BMP) Committee
December 6, 2002

To: Miriam Gordon
California Coastal Commission                                                                                      

From: Marlan Hoffman
Chairman of CPDA Best Management Practices (BMP) Committee

Subject: Clean Marina Program Comment

 

Mariam,

After careful review of the information available in the Draft Copy of the Clean Marina Program the California Professional Divers Association (CPDA) finds the following to be priorities when considering Marina Policies regarding Environmental Best Management Practices (BMP), implementation and use statewide.

The CPDA recommends that any recommendations made in this guidebook be looked upon to be a shared responsibility of the marinas, boat owners, tenants, guests and marine contractors. Therefore the guidebook should include specific management measures and BMPs that all parties are required to comply with. Since marinas are identified as a source of pollution under the California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program, currently all management measures are voluntary. Marinas have the responsibility to implement comprehensive policies and BMPs that relate to the NPS Program and strictly manage marina activities promoting California clean water objectives.

A comprehensive BMP manual/guide needs to be implemented in the following areas:

Marine Topside Maintenance: 
Marinas need to seek out assistance from topside service professionals that can give valuable technical advice on issues of containment, environmentally sound products, proper use, disposal and storage. Provide guidance on proper maintenance practices that prevent inadvertent release of pollutant by-products. Partnering with topside marine contractors, marinas can provide a BMP that will ensure consistent and complete information. It is also practical to require topside contractors to engage in a program that provides formal training of BMPs to their marina work force.

 

Dockside Mechanical Services:
Marinas need to seek out assistance from mechanical service professionals that can give valuable technical advice on issues of environmentally sound practices as it relates to proper disposal of oily waste, bilge water, anti-freeze, batteries and other mechanical by-products. Provide guidance on proper maintenance practices that prevent inadvertent release of pollutant by- products. Partnering with Mechanical marine contractors, marinas can provide a BMP that will ensure consistent and complete information. It is also practical to require mechanical contractors to engage in a program that provides formal training of BMPs to their marina work force.

 

Sewage Management, Sanitation Systems and MSDs:
Although there is already much information as to the proper use and maintenance of Marine Sanitation Devices (MSD), there is also still much concern as to the compliance with existing laws. Presently there is no way to determine which vessels have an MSD onboard. There is little argument that the most common type of MSD is the holding tank type (Type 3). Under current federal law all marine head systems must have an attached holding tank to be designated a legal Type 3 device. MSD Type 1 and 2 systems work by treating sewage prior to discharge. In all cases treating sewage prior to

Sewage Management, Sanitation Systems and MSDs (Continued):
discharge is not legal inside the harbor. It is also a law to render your system in operable while inside the marina harbor area. Because the Marinas have no way to determine if the marina tenants vessel is legal or not, there is great debate on how much pollution is coming from inadvertent discharge of head systems.

Currently it is the responsibility of the US Coast Guard to ensure that vessel MSDs are inspected. Requiring the boat owner to provide the marina with an inspection report, detailing systems operability from a reliable service provider is much more efficient. Requiring all tenants that have holding tanks (Type 3) MSDs to regularly (at least monthly) utilize a pump out service provides additional protection against inadvertent discharge with ongoing service.

Implement dye tablet in all Sewage BMPs for vessels with Type 3 MSDs.

Marinas need to seek out assistance from sanitation service professionals that can give valuable technical advice on issues of environmentally sound practices as it relates to proper disposal of sewage waste and sanitation chemicals. Provide guidance on proper maintenance practices that prevent inadvertent release of sewage overboard. Partnering with sanitation marine contractors, marinas can provide sanitation system inspections and pump out services that will give them an automatic BMP. It is also practical to require sanitation contractors to engage in a program that provides formal training of BMPs to their marina work force.

Underwater Hull Cleaning:
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) have fully approved the Plan for California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program. Among the programs many water quality objectives in the plan is the implementation of a Divers Hull Cleaning Certification Course whereby 75% of the in water hulls are cleaned by certified divers.

Marinas need to seek out assistance from Underwater Hull Cleaning professionals that can give valuable technical advice on issues of environmentally sound practices as it relates to the California’s Non-Point Source Control Program. It is also practical to require all Underwater Hull Cleaners to engage in a program that provides formal training of BMPs to their marina work force prior to gaining entry into the marina.

The California Professional Divers Association is submitting their BMP Manual and Certification Program for review and approval to the California Coastal Commission as required by the California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program, Management Measure 4.2E. This Certification is already in use in Region 9.

On behalf of our association and the BMP Committee I want to personally thank you in advance for your participation and leadership of the California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program and look forward to meeting with you. I can be reached at 619-222-3483, Ext. 14 or E-Mail at: marlan@cmsonline.biz.

 

Regards,

Marlan Hoffman

Chairman CPDA BMP Committee
