CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL DIVERS ASSOCIATION                           
Best Management Practices (BMP) Committee

 

October 25, 2001

To: Steve Fagundes

Chief of NPS Program Plan Implementation Unit, State Water Resources Control Board                                                                                                                                      

From: Marlan Hoffman

Chairman of CPDA Best Management Practices (BMP) Committee

Subject: Review and Approval of Divers Hull Cleaning Best Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program.

 

Dear Mr. Fagundes,
In response to the California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program, Management Measure Title: 4.2E—Boat Cleaning and Maintenance, our association has developed and implemented a divers hull cleaning BMP certification program.

The Program designed to educate divers on the key elements of the Clean Water Act (CWA), could significantly decrease the negative impact that Underwater Hull Cleaning has on our environment if implemented statewide.

On September 15, 2001 the BMP Committee successfully completed the second course of instruction in San Diego County. The daylong “short course” covers a variety of training topics that specifically address California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program as it relates to divers in water hull cleaning. Currently the program has certified over 70 divers in region 9. Given the success of our pilot program, our association would like to offer it as a model for the state to adopt.

Because we are now in the 4th year of Tier One of the NPS Management Measure 4.2E we are requesting a review for approval of our program at your earliest opportunity.

We invite you to attend any of our next board meetings to introduce you to our members and review a copy of the Program Manual.

On behalf of our association and the BMP Committee I want to personally thank you in advance for your participation and leadership of the California’s Non-Point Source Pollution Control Program and look forward to meeting with you at your earliest convenience. I can be reached at 619-222-3483, Ext. 14 or E-Mail at: MHOFFMAN2000@HOME.COM
Regards,

Marlan Hoffman

Chairman CPDA BMP Committee

 CC.  Peter Douglas, Executive Director, California Coastal Commission

        Ken Harris, Chief Watershed Pollution Prevention Section, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)

        John Robertus, Executive Director, Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)  Region  9

      David Merck San Diego Unified Port District (SDUPD), Environmental Services 
